Billbergia ‘Nez Misso’ by Derek Butcher May 2007.

In 1983 Len Butt wanted me to record a hybrid in the Australian Check list and this was one of the very few occasions when a photo was actually sent to me. This shows the plant growing epiphytically in Brisbane. He had received the plany under the parents as leptopoda x chlorosticta  from Nez Misso and wanted to name it after him. By the way, the pollen parent name has since been changed to B. saundersii. 

As well as sending me a photo I was sent an offset that we have been growing ever since having acclimatised it to Adelaide conditions. It has always had dark blue tips to the petals and the amount of spotting on the leaves seems to depend on the amount of light it gets.

Recently we got a ‘food’ parcel from Narelle Aizlewood on the Gold Coast and included in the parcel was a Billbergia ‘Nez Misso’ as a different shaped plant. We are used to different shapes because of different cultural conditions and this did not worry us. When it flowered a couple of months later we were in for a shock. Where had the blue tips to the petals gone? Was this an imposter? Did Len Butt have more than one plant in his original batch? 

If anyone else is growing a Billbergia ‘Nez Misso’ would you please check its flowering habit and colour because I hope you are as intrigued as I am!

